SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MENOMONEE FALLS
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin
MINUTES OF MEETING
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Date:
Purpose:
Present:

May 23, 2011
Regular Meeting
Board Members Present – Bertieri, Blodorn, Noshay,
Shurilla, Palazzari, Ternes, VanderHorst
Administrators: Marty, Dohmeier, Gross, Myles
Media – Cable TV, Express News,
MyCommunityNow.com, Patch.com

Bill Ell, Shepherd Drive - Suggests waiting for Governor Walker’s
proposals. Feels the contract was approved without the citizens’ best
interests in mind.
Ian C. Schroeder, Lilly Road – Against new teacher contract and
collaboration with the corrupt union.

Kathy Shurilla, School Board President, called this meeting to order
at 7:05 p.m. Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Public
posting of the meeting was noted.

Jason Downs, Stonewood Drive – Hard to discuss when he doesn’t
see actual language of contract. Not buying the argument that
inaction would be costly. Not looking out for interest of the
taxpayers. Being locked into a 2-year deal won’t be able to get the
best teachers in the future.

Motion by Faith VanderHorst
To approve the Minutes of the regular School Board meeting of May
9, 2011
Yes 7
No – 0

Don McNamara, St. Stevens Drive – School Board has always been
generous to the district. Urges to vote no to a 2-year contract with all
the unknowns. Feels Humana plan would be a plan most would love
to have. Feels a lot of money is going to the teacher’s union.

Motion by Faith VanderHorst
To approve the Minutes of the Public Budget Hearing of May 9, 2011
Yes 7
No – 0

Michael Heiderich, Valley View Drive – Hopes the contract will be
revoked when the Bill from Madison is enacted. Should have had the
opportunity to review the papers and not have students present this
evening. Doesn’t feel teachers are doing a good job.

Finest:
Scott Walter, Principal, Riverside Elementary, announced to the
School Board that Riverside will be receiving a Gold Wisconsin
School Health Award signifying the school’s commitment to
providing students with the knowledge and skills to make healthy
decisions. Also introduced were three 5th graders who spoke on their
“College Bound” philosophy practiced at their school.
Three Friend of Education Awards were presented to worthy
recipients: Rosalie Schulze, nominated by Carol Rudnick, student
artist, Alex Uribe; Bruce Roehsner, nominated by Jerry Mislang,
student artist Bree Knuese and Bob Simi, nominated by Keith Marty,
student artist Megan Travia.
Max Haufschild, 5th grader at Riverside reported on activities and
events taking place at his school.
After a short break, School Board President, Kathy Shurilla explained
she would entertain comments or questions from those present.
Before calling speakers forward, a brief presentation on the major
changes in the MFEA contract were explained. School Board Vice
President, Gina Palazzari explained the modifications made to the
contract.
Parameters for speakers coming to the podium were explained.
Erich Rutsch, Crossway Drive - expressed gratitude to the School
Board for working collaboratively with teachers. Instead of waiting
for the Repair Bill to settle the contract, both parties agreed on the
insurance change and other details of the contract.
Steven Powers, Ash Drive - has decided to send his children to
private school. Respects teachers, but was disappointed with some of
the actions of teachers. Admitted that he, as a business man, changes
his insurance for employees every other year, looking for the best
option.

Keith Lofy, Lilly Road – Too short a time to consider. Believes pay
should be for performance.
Bob Radder, Main Street – His children are no longer in the district.
Upset with talk radio conversation. Should start with a blank sheet of
paper and then add benefits. Need to do things differently, not the
same as 30 years ago. Can’t give what you don’t have. Give the
laws at the higher level a chance to take effect.
Paul Gentz, Joss Place – Living in surreal times. Should have had a
public viewing before the approval. Everyone is taking massive pay
cuts. He is a volunteer in his children’s schools trying to make it a
better place.
Chris Fritz, Pershing Avenue – Only finding out information from
talk radio. Disapproves of the two-year contract, compromise due to
pressure of Repair Bill. Would not be present had he known the
contract is null and void if the Repair Bill passes.
Paul Spaulding, Northwood Drive – Credit to Dr. Marty for going on
the Belling show. Doesn’t see any reason for the contract settlement.
Don’t rush this through.
Jeff Thompson, Woodland Drive – Thank you to district for
bargaining in good faith. Law becomes law when it gets published,
doesn’t see that yet.
Michele Divelbiss, Georgetown Drive – attends nearly every Board
meeting to find out what is happening. Also attended the School
Study Group sessions to learn the tools to know what was happening,
subs in the district and has worked in every building, three children in
the district, a PTA President. Feels the contract is a starting point and
realizes the Board has to make some tough decisions even through it
is a hot issue. Merit pay will need to be worked out; parents should
be part of this evaluation.

Karen Czarny, Mulberry Lane – Feels there is an alliance with the
Union with this Board. Doesn’t believe the negotiations were in the
best interest for the taxpayer. Would like to know the cost of co-pay
and prescriptions. Retirees get health insurance for five years – why
not 0. Wants to make sure that the contract will be null and void
when the Budget Bill is final, will hold the Board to this.

the teachers to begin with? Feels the 80 page contract should be
made public.

Annette Virlee, Cleveland Avenue – Attends most School Board
meetings and finance meetings and does not feel we have the time to
take little steps. Two year contract is too long. Wait for the Budget
Repair Bill. School Board agenda should be posted before Friday.
Asks that the Board table the issue.

Board Committee Reports:
Curriculum and Learning: Committee Chair, Faith VanderHorst,
reported this committee met on May 19. Discussion was continued
on MAP test scores. These are assessments that students take 2-3
times a year to measure growth, and how far along they are coming in
Math and Language Arts. The scores are analyzed and students are
given goals to raise scores. Discussed and approved new chapter
book requests with the exception of one. The committee also
approved a trip request and discussion on whether or not high school
credit could be given for the trip. This committee will next meet on
June 9 at 7:15 a.m. at District Office.

Julie Poetzel, Ash Drive – Son will not receive autism care under the
new insurance plan. Takes criticism of public very personal and it is
hurtful. She explained she is also a taxpayer.
Lona Lee Helm, Country Club Drive – As an attorney, feels
confidentiality is in play, but feels the contract information should
have been posted on the website before tonight. Feels Governor is
working to give us tools. Asks that taxpayers be given the time to
look over the contract before making a decision.
Daniel Stiller, Roxanne Drive – Encourages Board to vote no or put
off for tonight, wait for Governor’s Bill. Vote for a delay.
Tony Cherney, Tamarack Trail – 21 years on Board. School Board is
in better fiscal shape than most School Boards in Wisconsin. Has
confidence in this Board. Warns don’t take a Madison mentality to
those we have elected. In his 21 years on the School Board there has
never been so much give as in this contract. So many of the items
were talked about in the years Mr. Cherney was on Board.
Encourages School Board to make the decision that has to be made
and vote this in.
Lorraine Waltho, Westwood Drive – Even though we have pieces of
the contract, does not see the wording and full legal aspects. Asks for
more time to look at the contract. Obligated to give them more
information. Thankful teachers have kept it out of the classroom.
How will it play out when the Budget Repair goes into effect?
John Wittmann, Rosewood Drive – Reminder that in the last
Governor election, 2/3 of Menomonee Falls residents voted and
supported Scott Walker. Suggests that the Board wait. A reminder
that the Board represents the voters and not the employees of the
district.
Rich Gannon, Sylvan Lane – Largest contributor to expenses.
Employee cost contribution, health insurance, retirement paid five
years later. Wait to see what happens in the state. Those who pay
the bills are not being served.
Andy Mohrfeld, Christman Road – Public does not feel they were
informed about the issue. Urges to table the issue and give the public
more time to digest.
Tom Wasilewski, Woodland Drive – Does not agree with a 2-year
contract. Contract should have been posted, asks to table tonight and
bring forth in three weeks.
Dennis Olson, Vera Lane – Feels radio stations make it possible for
him to find out what is going on. Why were all the benefits given to

Rich Czudec, Overlook Drive – Was glad to hear that Governor
Walker took the decisions on behalf of our students out of the hands
of the teachers and administrators.

Finance and Auxiliary Services: Ron Bertieri, Committee Chair for
this committee reported they met on May 12 at 7:30 a.m. The GASB
54 Fund Balance Resolution was approved as well as 2011/2012
student and facility fees. These items will come up on the agenda
tonight as action items for full Board approval. The capital
improvement plans for summer were reviewed, along with the 3rd
quarter Quarterly Expenditure Report.
Personnel: Gina Palazzari reported this committee met prior to this
evening to discuss recent retirement requests and contract approvals.
These are action items on tonight’s agenda. Administrative
compensation for the coming school year was also discussed.
Policy: Lori Blodorn, Committee Chair, reported this committee met
on Tuesday, May 17. One policy was reviewed and will be coming
up for a first read on this evening’s agenda. The next meeting of this
committee is not currently scheduled.

ACTION ITEMS:
Motion by Scott Ternes
To approve vouchers from 5/12/11 through 5/18/11 in the amount of
$638,684.19
Yes - 7
No – 0
Motion by Lori Blodorn
To approve the election of Board of Education officers for
2011/2012:
Kathy Shurilla, President; Gina Palazzari, Vice
President; Ron Bertieri, Treasurer and Faith VanderHorst, Clerk
Yes – 7
No – 0
Motion by Gina Palazzari
Second by Lori Blodorn
To approve the contract with Menomonee Falls Education
Association for 2011/2012 and 2012/2013
Yes – 7
No - 0
Motion by Gina Palazzari
To approve the contract for Jeffrey Nennig as the new Director of
Technology and Assessment
Yes – 7
No – 0

Motion by Gina Palazzari
To approve the resignation of Kathy Myles, Director of Teaching,
Learning and Assessment, effective June 30, 2011
Yes – 7
No – 0
Motion by Gina Palazzari
To approve the resignation of Jeff Waggoner, Ben Franklin
Elementary Counselor, effective the end of the 2010/2011 school
year
Yes – 7
No – 0
Motion by Gina Palazzari
To approve the retirement of Paula Spehert, Art Teacher, High
School, effective the end of the 2010/2011 school year
Yes – 7
No - 0
Motion by Gina Palazzari
To approve the resignation of Kelly Lillegard, Data Information
Systems Specialist, effective May 20, 2011
Yes – 7
No – 0
Motion by Ron Bertieri
To approve Resolution on Commitment of Fund Balances
Yes – 7
No – 0
Motion by Ron Bertieri
To approve Resolution on Assignment of Fund Balances
Yes – 7
No – 0
Motion by Ron Bertieri
To approve student fees for 2011/12 school year
Yes – 7
No – 0
There is no change in student fees from the current year.
Motion by Ron Bertieri
To approve facilities fees for 2011/2012 school year
Yes – 7
No – 0
There is no change in facilities fees from the current year.

INFORMATION ITEMS
1.

Mary Dohmeier, Director of Pupil Services, gave the first read
for the new Board of Education Policy 420.1, Homeless
Children and Youth. It was explained that the new policy was
guided by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. Even
though there are very few situations of homelessness in
Menomonee Falls, it is recommended to have a policy in place.

2.

Kathy Myles, Director of Teaching Learning and Assessment
gave a preview of the Strategic Planning Update, scheduled for
tomorrow evening, May 24. This update will be a review of the
plan initiated five years ago to review work completed and a
look to the road ahead.

3.

Jeff Gross, Director of Business Services, gave a brief update on
the budget. No change since previous projections. District is
looking at a deficit of $5.1 million, based on revenue reductions
from state. Strategies have been developed to close this deficit.

The second Public Budget Update will take place on June 27.
Any new details we receive before that date will be shared.
4.

Ron Bertieri, School Board representative to the CESA #1
Annual Convention, shared a written copy of a transformational
CESA report for School Board members to read at their leisure.

5.

Kathy Shurilla, School Board President, reported School Board
members met earlier this evening to vote on officers of the
Board. Committee members may be shifted a bit in the near
future.

Superintendent’s Report:

Planning update to take place tomorrow.

Second Chance graduation at Davians and Scholarship Night,
Wednesday. Millions of dollars donated by area organizations,
businesses and individuals will be awarded to worthy students.

Fine Arts Induction, High School Hall of Fame – Next
Wednesday, June 1. There will be three inductees: John Woger,
Kitty Dyble Thompson and Jeffrey Klug.

June 5 – Retirement Banquet

June 9 North Middle School 8th grade recognition ceremony
Future Agendas: None

Kathy Shurilla, School Board President, declared the meeting
adjourned at 11:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Faith VanderHorst
School Board Clerk

